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whatever it might do inwardly; that only taking away what might be not impropeily termed an excrescence in the rock, the hea\e on the blast had rendered the castle rathei stionger on that side than it was before, a crevice or crack, which had often occasioned apprehensions, being thereby wholly closed and firm
Some faither paiticulars I soon after had from Colonel Syburg's gentleman, who, seeing me at the playhouse, challenged me, though at that time unknown to me He told me, that, the night pieceding the unfortunate catastrophe of his master, he was waiting on him in the casement, wheie he observed, some time before the rest of the company took notice of it, that General Eichards appeared very pensive and thoughtful, that the whole night long he was pedtered with, and could not get rid of a great fly, which was peipetually buzzing about his eais and head, to the vexation and disturbance of the rest of the company, as well as the general himself, that in the morning, when they went upon the battery, under which the mine was, the general made many offers of going off, but Colonel Syburg, who was got a little meny, and the rest out of a biavado, would stay, and would not let the geneial stii, that at last it was proposed by Colonel Syburg to have the other two bottles to the queen's health, after which he pi omised they would all go off together
Upon this, my relatei, Syburg's gentleman, said, he was sent to fetch the stipulated two bottles, xeturmng with which, Captain Daniel Weaver, within thnty or forty yards of the battery, lan by him, vowing he was resolved to dunk the queen's health with them, but his feet were scaice on the battery, when the mine was sprung, which took him away with the rest of the company, while Major Harding, now a justice in Westminster, coming that very moment off duty, exchanged fates
If predestination in the eyes of many is an unaccountable doctrine, what better account can the wisest give of this fatality ^ Or to what else shall we impute the issue of this whole transaction ^ That men shall be solicited to their eafety; suffered to survey the dangei they were threatened with; among many other tokens of its appicaching certainty, see such a concouise of people crowding to be Bpectatois of their impending catastrophe, and after all